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This very rare copy of the Political Constitution of the Free 
State of Coahuila and Texas was published at Natchitoches, Louisiana, 
in 1827, and is believed to be the first edition in English. Spanish editions 
appeared in the same year at Saltillo in Coahuila, and at Mexico City. 

Due to American attention to the settlement of Texas, and particularly 
to Stephen F. Austin’s colony, there was much interest in this constitution, 
under which American emigrants to Texas would live. Other editions in 
English were printed in the 1820’s and 1830’s. Texas was a separate prov- 
ince of the Mexican Republic until it was united with Coahuila by a law 
promulgated on January 31, 1824. This constitution, promulgated on 
March 11, 1827, made Texas one of the three departments of the new state, 
with two members in its Congress. It is an elaborate document, of 225 arti- 
cles, professing to recognize popular rights. One of its most interesting sec- 
tions provided for elementary schools in the pueblos, to teach the three 
R’s, the catechism, civics, and “the rights and duties of men in society.” 

This exhibit is shown in conjunction with the Texas Centennial Exhibi- 
tion, which may be viewed in the Ground Floor Gallery and in the South 
Gallery, second floor. 
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The Governor Pro. Tem. of the Free State of Coahuila and 
‘Texas, toal its inhabitantss KNOW, that the Constitutive 
Cor gress of the sald S has decreed and sanctioréd the fol- 
lowing Political Constjtution of the free State of Coahuila 
and Texas, 

In the name of the omnipotent God, ‘author and Sypreme 
Legislator of the univeasé The Constitutive Congress of 
the State of Coahuila and Texas, desiring to comply with the 
will of the People their Constituents, and for the purpose of 
duly fulfilling the grand and magnifirent object of promoting 
the glory and prosperity of the same state, décree, for it: 


gdmunistration and government, the followings 
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GONSTITU PION, 


Arr. 1 “he State of Coahuila and Texas, is the Union 
of ail the CouAzltexanos. * 

ART. 2 itis free, and independent of the cther Mexican 
United States, and of any cther power or dominion whatsoev- 
er. 

Art. 3. The sovereignty of the State resides originally 
and essentiaiiy in the general mass of the individua:s which 
aompose it, but these do not exercise, by themselves, any 
cther acts of sovercignty than those pointed out in this ` 
stitution and in the form which it provides. 

Art. 4, In all business relating to the Mexican Confede- 
ration. the State Delegates its powers and rights to the gene- 
ral Congress of the same, but in all relating to t:e admunis- 
tration and internal government of the said State. it retains 
its Liberty, Ind. pendence and Sovereignty 

Art. 5. Wherefore the right of establishing through he 
medium of their Representative fundamental laws, conforma- 
ble with the iasis established vy the Constitutive Act and ge- 
neral Constitution, belongs exclusiveiy to the said State. 

Arr 6 Fhe Territory of the Sta.e. embraces those Pro- 
vinces formetly ynown under the naine of the Provinces of 
Coahuilaand Texas. A constitutional lew wH fix their limits 


as far as regards the neighboring States of the Mexican CON- 
federation. 


On» 


* The term Coahuiltexgnos, will be understood by refer- 
ence to Article 17. 
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Ary. 7. The Territory corresponding to that Which G. 
allied the Pypvince of Texas, shall be designated under one 


| 
| 
| 


mame, viz: Monclova, which shall comprehend that section, | 


and also that of Rio Grande. Saltillo shall comprehend the 
&ection of that name, and also that of Parras. ` 


| 


Art. 8 Congress. can at any subsequent time alter, varys | 


or modify this division of the territory of the State, in whatev. 
er manner it may think cofiducive to the felicity of the peo- 
le. he. © l 
Art. 9. The Roman Catholic Apostolick Religion is the 
Religion of the State. The State protects it by wise and just 
Jaws, and prohibits the exercise cf any other. 
Arr. 10. The State will regulate all the expences necese 


sary to the preserving of this Religion, according to the Cone - 


cordates which the nation will celebrate with the Aposiolical 
Seal, and to the laws which the said Nation will pass concerne 
ing the exercise of the Patronato in the whole confederation. 
ArT. 11. Every man who inhabits the territory of the 
State, although he may be but å traveller, enjoys the impre- 
scriptible rights of Liberty, Security, Property and Equality, 
and it is the duty of the said State, to preserve and protect 
by wise and equitable Jaws, these universal rights of men. 
Art. 12. The State is also obliged to protect all its inha- 
bitants, in the exercise of that right which they have, of wri. 
ting, printing and publishing freely, their political ideas and 
opinions, without the necessity of any examination, revision 
or censure, anterior to the publication, under the restricrions 
and responsability, established, or which’ may hereafter be es- 
tablished by the general taws on that subject. 
ART. 13 From and after the promulgation of this Consti- 


tution in the principal town of each District, no body can be ` 


born a slave, and the introduction of slaves under any pretext 
after six months from said publication is prohibited 
Art. 14. For these benefits every man who inhabits the 


State is bound to obey its lawsand respect its constituted af- 
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tRorities fur the support of the said Staté, in the manner 
which it requires. l - 

Art. 15. Every species of vacant Estate in the Territory, 
and all intestates without a legal successor: belong to the 
State. > : 

Art. 16 The State is composed only of two classes of 
persons, viz: Coahuiltexanos, and Citizens of Coahuila and 
Texas. i 

Art. 17. The following-persons are Cochuilteranos : first, 
all persons born and domiciliated in the Territory of the State, 
and their children ; secondly, all those who, born in any other 
part ofthe Territory, may x their residence in the State 5 
shirdly, strangers of any nation, who are actually and legally 
established in the state; fourthly, citizens who may obtain 
from the Congress a certificate of Naturalization, or who may 
have obtained a domicil in the State, according to the law 
which will be passed as soon as the general Congress of the 
Union passes a general Naturalization law, conformably with 
the 26th section of the powers delegated to them by the 
Federal Constitution. - 4 

ART. 18. The following persons are citizens of Coabuila 
and Texas ; frst, all persons born in the State, although living 
in any part of the Territory ; secondly, all the citizens of the 
other States and Territories of the Confederation, as soon as 
they are domiciliated in the State ; chrdly, all the sons of 
Mexican citizens, born beyond the Territories of the Cone 
federation, and who may establish their domicil in the State ; 
fourthly, strangers, who are legaily domiciliated in the State, 
no matter, where born ; fifthly, strangers, enjoying the rights 
of Cohuzltexanos, may obtain fiom the Congress a special letter 
of citizenship. The laws will prescribe what merit and cir- 
cumstances are necessary for this. 

' ART. 19. The persons who were born in the Territory of 
the Confederation, and strangers domiciliated in it (with the 
exception of minors,) when the political emancipation of (he 
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coutitry was declared, who did not remain faithful to the cause’ 
of. its independence, but emigrated to foreign ‘countri-s, or 
countries depending on the Spanish Government, are neither 
Coakuilte anas. or citizens of Coahuila and Texas. 

ArT. 20. The rights of citizenship are lost ; frst, by ac- 
quiring citizenship in a‘foreign country ; secondly, by receiv- 
ing any employment, pension, or consideration whatsoever 

rom any foreign government, without the permission of Con- 
gress ; thirdly. by an ex cutory sentence imposing, afflictive 
. or infamous punishment ;.fourthly, for selling his vote, ‘or 
buying that of another for -himself or a third person, whether 
it be is thg poputar asse:nbiies or any thers ; or if those who 
are Tellers, Secretaries, or Presidents, or in any other copa- 
city in the public assembiies, should abuse the powers grant- ' 
ed to (hem ; //fhly, for residing five years out of the Territo- 
ry of the confederation without a commission from the gene- 
rai government, or that of the State, or without the iicence of 
the atter. 

Art.‘ 21. He who has lost the rights of a citizen. can ne- 
ver recover them without the express enactment of Con- 
gress. ; 

Art. 22. The exercise of these rights Is suspended 3 first y 
through moral or physical incapicity after a judicial investi- 
gation ; secondiy, for not being twenty-one years of age. 
Marricd persoas are excepted as they shall enter on the ex- 
ercise of their rights as soon as they contract:matrimony, no 
matter what may be their äge : thirdly, for being debtors to- 
the public after the expiration of the time given. fol’ account- 
fog and aF er'a previous demand of p. yment;. fourth y,for a 
criminal prosecution, until the accused shall have been ac- 
quitted, or condemmed to a tpnnjshment neither afflicting 
or infamous ; 4/thly, for not having any: employment, office, 
or known means of living; sir thly, fpr not knowing how to 
read 07 write: but this disposition shill take effect only after 
the year 1850, an‘ with respect to those who then may cnter 
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tipon the exercise of the tights. of Citizens. . 

Art. 23 The rights of Citizens can only be lost or-sugt 
pended. for the causes recited-in Articles 20 and 22. 

Arr 24. None but Citizensin the exercise of their tights 
ean vote for the officers of the State, in the cases pointed out 
by law, and only thosè, can be elected to the same emp'ʻoy- 
ments or any others. . 

Art. 25. Members of the Faculty employed by the State 
are excepted.from the dispositon is the latter part of the pre- : 
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-seeding articles, these employments can even be given to-per« 


sens out of the State. 
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Form f Government of the State. 


‘Art 26. The object ofthe Government ot the State is: the 


“Happiness of:the individuals composing it, since the end of 


-every political. society is nothing else than the weli being ofits 
members. ~ 


ART. 27. The officers of the Government’ invested with 


‘any, species of authority, are nothing but mere agents or com- 


_ missioners of the State, responsible to it for their public: cone , 


duct. 

ART 28 The Government of the State is, Popular, Rep- 
resentative and Federal, iu conseqnence there can be no he- 
reditary privileges in its officers. 

Arr. 29. The supreme power of the State is divided, for 
Hts exercise. into Legislative, Executive and Jadicial, and 
these three powers, or any two of them, can never be united 


an any corporation or ‘person, nor can the Legislative ever 


be deposited in one individual alone. 
Art. 30. The exercise of the Legislative power shall re- | 
side ina Congress composed of Deputies named by the peo- 


‘ple. 


ART. 31. The exercise of the Executive power shall re» 


r 


EEDS 


die n a Citizen who shall be styled the Govenor of theatre: , 
and who shall also be elected by the people. Ç 

l ART. 32. The exercise of the Judicial power shall reside ` 
AW Tribunals and Courts, established by this Constitution. 


. TITLE I. S 
. OF the Legislative power of the State.. 
l "SECTION — i 
` Of the Deputies to the Congress. 


' Ant. 38. Congress is the reunion of the Deputies whe 
gepresent the State, elected conformably to this Constitution. 
{ts number shall consist of twelve land holders and six sup» 
pletories until the year+} 833. ft ea 

Art. 34. Congress in this year and in the last of each ten . 
following years can augment the number of its Deputies, on 
the basis of one for every seven thousand souls. 

Ñ Art. 35. .The election of Deputies, land holders and Supe 

, pletaries shall be held at the same time throughout the State. 
‘The law will point out the number to be elected by each 
District. RE 

Ant. 36. In order to be elected Deputy, or SuppJetory, 
the following gualification are necessary. irsz, to be a Citi« 
zen in the enjoyment of his rights. Secondly, to be of the 
age of twenty five years. Thirdly, to be domiciliated and 
have resided in the State two.years before the election. The, 
two first requisites are all that are necessary fur natives of the 
State. l l 

ART. 37. Persons born out of the, Territory of the Con- 
federation, must in order to be Deputies, have lived eight 
ygars in it, possess real property to the amount of eight thous ~ 
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sand dollars, or an occupation which yields one thousand each 
year, and the qualifications mentioned in the preceding Arti- 
‘ele. 

Art. 38. Are exempted from the preceding article= 
Those born in any other part of the Terri-ory of America, 
which in the year 1820 depended on Spain and did not since 


` unite with any other nation, or donot yet remain dependent 


on it.—Lt is sufficient for such, to have lived three years in 
the Mexican Republic and poses the requisites of armele 
36. 

ART. 39. The following persons cannot be Deputies or 
Suppletories,—1Ist. The Governor or Vice-Governor of the 
State and the members of the General Gongress. 2dly. 


: Persons employed by the Confederation. 3dly. The civil. 


Officers of the State., ithly. Ecclestastics, who exercise any 
jurisdiction or authority in any ofthe Districts where the 
election is held. 5thly Strangers, at the time the Mexican 
nation may have declared war against their’s 

Art: 40. In order that the public Officers of the confed- 
eration or ofthe State comprehended in the preceding article 
may be elected Deputies, they must haye entirely ceased 
from their employment four months before the elections. 

Art. 41. Should the same ‘individual be nominated as de- 
puty for two or more Districts the election made for that in 
which he resided, shall be preferred. Should he not be-elect- 


_ etl for that District, the one in which he was born shall pre- 


vail —-Should he not be domiciliated, or born in any of said 
Districts, he may himself chose which he will represent. In 
either of the above cases, or in case of death, or the impossi- 
bility of the Deputies to fulfill their duties in the opinion af 
the Congress, the respective suppletory shall fill ir. 

ART. 22. Should the same citizen be elected as sup- 
pletory for two or more Districts, the same rules shall 
be: followed .as those laid down in the first part of 
the anterior article, and in those Districts in which 
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“Mere is no suppletory, the vacancy shall be flled ty 
him whe has obtained the .greater number of- votes in 
the electoral assemblies after him whom he replaces. In 
„case there is no majority it shall be decided by vote. 

ART. 43. The Deputies, when they have fulfilled their 
duties, shall obtain, from the public Treasury of the State the 
indemnification allowed to them by the anterior Congress, 
and they shall moreover obtain whatever the said Congress, 
shall think sufficient for their expences in- going to and re- 
turning from the Session. ' . 

ART. 44. Te Deputies shall not, at any time or place, or. 
before any authority, be responsible for the opinions which 
they may express in the fulfillment of their duties. In crim- 
inal causes against them, ‘they shall be tried by the tribunals 
which shall afterw-rds be mentioned, and from the day of 
their appointment until the end of the two years for which 
they -were elected, they cannot be accused, except before 
Congress, which shall act as a gi and jury, and declare whether 
the accusation is right or not During the sessions, the De- 
puties cannot be sued in a civil suit, nor can an execution be 
issued against them for debt. 

Art. 45. During the time of their services, counting from 
the day of thzir appointment they cannot obtain any empioy- 
ment under Government nor sollicit or attempt to. sollicit 
it for any otħer, in order to help them in their career. 


SECTION II. 
Of the appointment of Deputies. 


Art. 46. Municipal electoral assemblies and electoral asë 
sSembiies of each District shall be beld for the election of Bez 
puties 
a QZ A l 
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PARAGRAPH FIRST. 
Of the municipal Electoral. assemblies: 


Ant. 47. The municipal, electoral assemblies, shall be 
composed of the citizens who are in the enjoyment of their 
rights and domiciliated and residing in the Territcry of their 
respective ayuntamiento; No man of this class can be excused 
from attending them. 

ART. 48. These assemblies shall be held on the first Sun- 
day and following day .of the month of teu in the year 
anterior to the renovation of Congress, in dider to elect Dis- 
trict electors, who are to elect Deputies, and eight days before 
hand the President of each ayuntamiénto without waiting for 
any orders, shall convocate the citzens of his respective Dis- 
trict.n their proper wards or according to the custom of the 
place in order that they may come to the elections at the time 
and in the form which this Constitution provides, leaving 
notices before hand at the plantations and ranges in the said 
District for the intelligerice of the citizens. 

Art. 49. Inorder that the Citizens [may assist at these 
elections with more ease, each Ayuntamento, according to 
the locality and population of the territory shall determing 
the number of municipal assemblies which shall be heldin 
their limits, and also the public place in which they are to 
assemble, Botifying them of this decision. 

Arr. 50. One shall be Presided by the Chief of the 
Police, or the A:calde, and the rest by the other individuals 
‘composing the Ayuntamiento, who shall be chosen to thisy 
by lot and should there not be any, the said corporation shall 
name as President cfits respective municipal assemblies a 
catizen of the District, who knows how to read and write. 
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Arr. 51. On the above named Sunday in August, whem 
the hour of meeting has arrived and the citizens forming the 
assembry are all present, in the piace designated, they shall 
begin by naming by a majority of votes, and from amongst 
, their own number, a Secretary and two Tellers, who shall 
also know how to read and write. 

ART. 52. The polls shall remain open on the days assign- 
ec in Article 48, for the space of four hours, distributed into 
morning and evening, and in each of the assemblies, there 
shall be a register kept, in which shall be written the votes 
of the citizens who may have met to appoint District Elec- 
tors, and the names of the voters and Candidates shall be put 
down in Alphabetical o: der; 

ARY, 53. In order to be a District Elector, one must be a 
citizen in the enjoyment of his rights, of twenty-five years 


of age. knowing how to read and write, and, must also be a’ 


citizen and resident in some part of said District, one year 
before ihe election. 

Arr. 54. Each Citizen shall elect viva voce or by writing, 
the respective District electofs, whose names after the elec- 
tion is over shall be designated to the elected, in a loudvoice, 
and after they have been put in a List they shall be read by 
tne secretary in proper form, and shall indispensably be writ- 
ten in the register in his presence. No man can yote for 
himselfin this or any of the oher acts of election, under the 
penalty of losing the'right of voting. > 


Art. 55. Inthose Districts in which a Deputy alone Is to 


be elected, there shall be named eleven e.ectors, and where 
two or more Deputies are elected twenty-one electors shall be 
named. . 

ART. 56. Should any doubts or controversies occur con- 
eerning the qualifications of electors they shali be determined 
verbally by the assemb.y, and whatever they may decide, shall 
be executed without recourse tor this time alone and to this 
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efect only, it being understood that these doubts or contro 
vensies have nothing todo witb this Constitution or any oth- 
cer law Should there be a ttc on this résolution, it shall be 
decided by the President. 

Art. 57. Should there arise any complaints concerning 
subornation, or force, causing the election to fall on certain 
persons, a public and verbal accusation shall be made Should 
it be found to be true, those who committed the c.ime shall 
be deprived ofany vote whatsoever, and the calumniators must 
suffer the same punishment ; from this Judgment there shalt 
be no appeal. Should any doubts arise on the quality of the 
proofs, they shall be decided by the assembly in the manner 
mentioned in the preceding article. 

Art. 58. The municipal assemblies shall be held with: 
out any guard whatsoever, and no individual, be he of wirat 
class he may shai] present himself therein armed. 

Art. 59. When the two days in which the polls shalt 
stand open are finished, the President, tellers and Secretary of 
each assembly. shall proceed to count the votes. a: d the 
amount of the votes made by each citizen in the register, 
and this shail be signed by the said persons, after which the 
assembiies shall be dissolved, and should they meddle in any 
other business, it shall not only be null but shall be considered 
as an attempt against the public peace. Said Register shal} 
be delivered locked up to the Secretary of the respective 
ayuntamiento, 

ART. 60, On the second Sunday of the said month of An- 
gust, each ay untamiento shall collect, in tbeir respective 
houses of sitting, in public sessions. In their presence, and ` 
with the assistance of the Presidents, Tellers and Secreteries 
of the municipal assemblies, the regi-ter shail be op. ned and 
on seeing it, there shail be formed a general alphabetical list o7 
the names of all the votes and of the member of votes taken. 

ART. 61. This listand (he act which shall be made yela 
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tive to the business. shall be signed by the President of the 
ayuntamiento, by the Secretary, and by the secretaries of the 
assemblies. They shall then take two copies of the said list 


certifi.d by the above persons, one of which shall be immedi- | 


ately fixed in the most public placé, and the other shall be 
delivered with an official letter signed by the Pi esident of the 
ayuntamiento, to two individyals, whom he himself must 
name, and who shall proceed to the Capital of the District. to 
make the general regulation of votes in union with the other 
commissioners of the other ayuntamientos. l 

Art. 62. On the fourth Sunday in August, the commis- 
sioners of the ayuntamientos, shali present themselves, with 
their accredited documents of their election, to the Chief of 
the Police or where there is none to the first Alcalde of the 
Capital ofthe District, and, presided by him or in his absence 
by the second Alcalde. They shall join in public session, 
and with all the lists before them, they shall form a general 
list of the persons named as District electors by the Citizens 
of their respective District. naming the number of votes 
which they had, and the place of their residence. 


Art. 63. In order to make this general list of votes, there: 


is required at least the presence of four commissioners. In 
those ‘istricts where this number cannot be gotten, the 
ayuutamiento of the principal Town shall nominate from a- 
mong themselyes those who are wanting for its completion. 


RT. 64. The Citizens, who according to this general 


scrutiny have obtained the greatest number of votes on the 
list. shall be considered as constitutionally elected. In case 
ofa tie between two or more ofthe Individuals, it shall be 
decided by lot. K 


Art 65 The said list and the act relating to it shall be’ 


signed by the President, the Commissioners and the 
Secretary of the Ayuntamiento of the Capital of the Dis- 
trict. Copies shall be taken ofeach, authorized by the same, 
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and shall be remitted by the President, tothe permanent Tes. 
putation. of the Congress, to the Govenor of the State and to 
the Ayuntamientos ofthe District. ` 

Art 66. The said President shall send without any delay 
whatsoever, an offic al communication tothe electors appoint« 


- ed in order that they may assemble at the Capital of the Dis- 


trict, on the day appointed by the Constitution for the meeting 
ef the Electoral Assemblies of the same. 


. SECOND PARAGRAPH, 
Of the Electoral Assemblies of the District. 


Arr. 67. The Electoral Assemblies of Districts shall be 
composed of Electors named by the Citizens in the municipal 
assemblies who shall meet together in thc Capital of each 


> y District, in order to appointa Deputy or Deputies for the 


‘Con „ressas Representatives of the State. 

ARY 68. These assemblies shall be held, fifteen days 
after the general regulation of the votes spoken of in Articlé 
62. The Electors being assembled in the Town House, or 
in that building which may be judged most convenient for 
‚such a solemn act, with open doors, and without a guard, and 
no person be he of whatsoever class shall present himself ir 
these assemblies armed. 

Art. 69. They shall be presided by the Chief of the 
Police. or where there is none, by the first Alcalde of the Cas 
pital of the District, commencing its sessions by nommating, 
bya majority of votes, a Secretary and two Tellers, from a- 
mongst themselves, and then the President shall cause the: 
credentials of the electors to be read which shall be the official 
communications accompanying their appointment. 

Arr. 70. The President shall then ask if there be any le- 
gal nullity in any of the electors, and should it appear by the 
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act that there is, then the elector shall lose the right of votinge, 
Then he shall ask ifthere has been any subornation, bribery- 
or force used to cause a certain person to be -elected, and 
should it be proved by the act that such is the case, the delin- 
guents shall be deprived ofany vote whatsoever, and the calum- 
niators shell also suffer a like punishment. Any doubt which 
may occur in either case shail be resolved by the assembly in 
whe manner established in Article 56, 

Art 71. Immediately afterwatds, the electors who are 
present, shall: proceed to the nomination ofa Deputy or De- 
puties for their District, and (h: v shall be elected one by one, 
by a secret scrutiny and though the medium of ballots which 
each elector shall place in an urn placed'upon a Table at the 
foot ofa crucifix, after having taken before it and from the 
President, the oath that he will appoint as Deputy’ to. the 
State Congress those citizens whom he believes well qualifizd 
as to their education, judgment, probity and notorious adhe- 
gion to the independence of the Nation. 

Ant. 72. After the polls have been closed, the President, 
Tellers and Secretaries, shall examine the votes, and that cit- 
izen who shall have obtained more than the half of the votes, 
shall be constitutionally elected as Deputy, and the President 
shall publish each election. Should no one have obtained a 
majority of the whole, the two who have reccived the highest 
number of votes shall be ballot: d for again. Should there be 
more than two who have obtained a respective majority a se- 
cond ballotiag shall be made amongst them, in the same man- 
ner as at the beginning. In all these cases he shall be elect- 

-ed who has obtained the majority of votes, and should there be 

a tie, it shall be tried again, and if then, there bea tie, it shall 
be decided by lot. 

Arr. 73. Should one in individual] have the respective 
majority and two or more an equal member of suffrages, but 
greater than that of all the otners, in order to decide which of 
them ought to underg4 a second poll with the first, there sell. 
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be anew election between them, and he who shall kave moet 
votes, shall enter into competition with him who. has the res- 
pective majority. Incase of a. ċie the voting shall be repeat- 
ed, and should there be a rie the second time, it shali be 
decided by lot.. Inthis new election between him who has 
obtained the respective majority of all'‘the votes and his 
competitor, the ‘provisions laid down in the last part of the 
preceding article, shall be observed. 

Arr. 74. When one alone has got the respective majority, 
-and all the others have an equal number of votes, in order to 
know which of them ought to enter into a competition, a 
second time with this first, that- which is laid down in the an- 
terior article shall be carried into effect, as_far.as regards 
those who. ‘may be tied; and, in order also, to know which of 
the competitors ought .to be elected as Deputy, that which is 
disposed in the last part of. the said article shall be observed. 

Art. 75. After the election.of Deputies has been finished, 
they shall then proceed to the election of Suppletories, in the 
. game manner and form, and when finished, there shall imme- 
diately be posted up in the most public place, a list contain- 
inp the names ofall the Deputies elected, signed by the 
president and all the electors. - The secretary and tellers - 
shall then send copies, certified by them, to the, permanent 
deputation of the Congress, to the governor of the state, and 
to all the ayuntamientos of the district. These assemblies 
` shall be dissolved as soon as they have executed the business: 
entrusted to them by this constitution, and should they meddle 
with any other business, it, shall be null and moreover 1e- 
garded as an attempt against the public security. : 

Art.'76. The President shall also-deliver, as soon as pose 
sible, to the deputies and suppletories, an official paper con- 
taining proof of the act; which shall serve them as credentials 
of their election. | 

Art, 77.: No citizen can be excused by any motive or 
pretext, from fulfilling the duties treated ofin ‘this section. 
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“SECTION III. 


i Of the iin 07 Cea eat 


Art 78. Conpress hal meet every year, and ‘shall oper 
“Sts sessions in.the place which shall be designatéd by law and 
‘in the building destined for this object.. Whenever they may 
think it necessary to remove it to another place, they can do 
‘so. should two thirds öf the whole number of deputies agree 
to it. . k 
` Arrt. 79. These shall present their credentials to the per- 
manent deputation of Congress, in order that it may proceed 
to their ex4mination ond qualification, on viewing. the testi- 
monies furnished by the electoral assemblies of districts. 
Art. 8b. On the twenty-third‘day of the month of Decem- 
ber in the year anterior to the renewal of the Congress, the 
new elected deputies and the members of the permanent 
“deputation shall meet.in public session, and ‘those who acted 
as president and secretary of sdid deputation, shall actas such 
of the said assembly. This assembly shall judge of the just- 
ness of the credentials aud qualifications of the deputies, and 
should any doubts be raised on these. points, they'shall be de- 
“finitively resolved by a majority of the votes of said assembly, 
except the members of this permanent deputation, not having . 
been re-elected; may have this majority. - 
“Ant. 81. The deputies shall then take an oath from the 
_ president, to support and cause te be supported, the constitu- | 
tive act and the federal constitution of the Mexican United 
States, and also that of the State, and also to fulfil their 
duties ’ 
ART. 82. The deputies ‘shall then go on to elect from 
amongst themselves, and by ballot and an absolute: majority, 
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of votes, a president, vice-president and two secretaries, upon. 
- which the permanent deputation shall cease from all its duties, 
and the, members of it, unless they. should be re-elected, shall. 
` .yetire.» The president of the Congress shall then declare, . 
that it is solemnly and-legally. constituted. - 
, Art. 83. For the ordinary and extraordinary sessions of 
Congress, the deputies shall collect four days--béfore the 
opening of the sessions, in the manner pointed out in the- 
first part of art. 80% in order to examine in the same form 
which has been mentioned in the second part of: said article, 
into the justness of the credentials and qualifications of the: 
new deputies who may present themselves ; and should they 
-be approved of, all the deputies shall immediately: take the» 
- oath prescribed in art. 81, and then they shall proceed, to ap- 
point a president, vice-president and secretary, in the manner 
pointed out by art. 82. ° 

ArT. 84. Congress shall open their ordinary sessions.on 
the first day of January of each year, and on the first day of 
September of all the years following that of. the renewal of © 
sald Congress. The governor of the state must be present, 
and assist-at these s6 important acts;, and he shall pronounce 
a: discourse analogous to the circumstances, which shall be 
answered by the president of Congress in general terms. 

Art. 85. The day following that of the opening of the 
ordinary sessions, the governor shall in writing present to 
Congress an account, of the state of the public administration, 
proposing such alterations and reformations as might be made- 
in each.and’every pits Sranches: - _ 

Art. 86 The sessions of Congress shall be daily, without 
any interruption, except that of s solemn festival days. AH 
business must be carried on publicly, except that which might 
require to be treated wilh reserve, this may be private: ` 

Art, 87. The ordinary sessions of Congress which shall 
eeinmence on ithe first day of January; shall last this monthy. 
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and the three following'oves.of February, March and Aunt s 
and they cannot be continued for any longer time, except in 
two cases, and then only for one month : first, oh the petition ;. 
of the: governor; secondly, should the said Congress judge it; 
necessary ; and in both casés, two thirds of all thie deputies 
must agrée. The ordinary sessions, which shall commence 
the first of Séptember, al eee in session the thirty 
days of said month ; nor ca prolonged on any account 
whatsoever. Both shall be closed with the same formalities 
prescribed in opening it. 

AR‘. 88. Before closing the ordinary sessions of Congress, 
a permanent deputation, composed’ of three deputies and one 
suppletory, shall be named ; which said deputation shall re- 
-main during the interval between the ordinary sessions. lts 
_ president shall be the first one. appointed, and its secretary 
the Jast. . 

Arr. 89. Should any. circumstances. or ‘boshiess occur in 
the intermediate time between the ordinary sessions, which 
would require the meeting of Congress, “it can be convoked 
for an extraordinary session, by the votes of the two thirds of 
the. permanent deputation and the council of government 
united for that purpose. 
uld the circumstances or r business which re-. 
quired this extraordinary convocation of Congress; be very 
pressing and require to be acted on before this reunion, the 
permanent deputation, together with thë council of govern- 
ment and ony other deputies who may be at the seat of govern- 
ment, shall take such steps as may be necessary, and inform 
the Congress immediately after their reunion’. 

Arr. 91, When Congress assembles in, an extraordinary 
session, the deputies for the year being, shall compose it, and 
they shall act exclusively on the business mentioned in the 
writ by. which they are convoked ; put should .the business., 
not be concluded on the day appointed for the ordinary SeS- 
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Sions, the first shall be closed, and the business for which the 
extraordinary sessions were called shall then proceed in the 
ordinary sessions. et 

Arr. 92. The holding of extraordinary § sessions does not 
hinder the election of new deputies, atthe time prescribed by 
this constitution. 

ArT. 93. Extraordinary sessions shall be opened and 
closed with the same solemnities as ordinary ones. 
Art. 94. The governor shall cause all the resolutions 
whith Congress may take. on changing their residence, or 
proroguing their sessions, to be carried into effect, without 

making any observations on them. ` 

Art. 95. Congress, in all regarding its government and | 
fnterior regulations, shall observe those. rules now in force; 
' but they can make any reformation they may. judge neces- 
sary. - 

Arr. 96. The deputies shall be entirely renewed every 
two years, and may-be re-elected from the anterior Congress, 
but they cannot be obliged to accept of this employment, ex- 
cept through the medium of a deputation. The deputies , of 
the present Congress are excepted for this tinie alone, from 
the.dispositian of the present article, inasmuch as they cannot 
be re-elected for the next constitutional Congress. E 


SECTION IV. 


Ur the Pies of Congress and fi its Permanent 
Deputation. ` 


ART, 97. The following are’ the exclusive powers of 


Congress : : 

Ist. To’ decree, interpret, abrogate c or iin the Jaws re- 
lating to ‘the ad ministration-and internal government, of the 
State; in all its branches. E 
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2nd. To regulate the votes which citizens may have ob» 
tained in the electoral assemblies of the districts, for governor, 
yice- governor and counsellors of the government, and nomi- 
nate them in certain cases. 

3rd. To decide by secret scrutiny on the zies wh ich may- 
occur between two or more individuals 1n théir efection to the 
above offices. 

4th To resolve any doubts which might arise en ‘these 
e}_ctions, and‘on the qualifications of the elected. 

5th. To judge of the excuses which citizens elected'might 
aliege against serving in those employments, and to deter-: 
mine what they may judge right on these subjects. é 

6th. To sit as a grand jury, to declare whether or not there 
be cause of accusation, as well for misdemeanor in office as 
for those committed against the deputies of Congress, the 
governor, viCe-governor, members of the council, secretary 
of state and the members of the supreme court ofj justice of 
the State. 

7th. To declare the manner of the H of these 
public functionaries, and declare, when necesSary, that of the’ 
other officers of the State. 

8th. To regulate the. public expenses of each year, accord- 
ing to the data presented‘to them by the governor. - 

9th. To establish or confirm the imposts, duties or contri- 
butions necessary to cover these expenses, according to this 
constitution and the general constitution of the Confedéra- 
tion’; regulate the manner’ of their collection, and approve of 
their division. 

10th. To examine and approve of the aceounts.of the i ine 
version of public funds of the State. 

lith. To contract debts in case of necessity, on the credit 
of the State, and to designate guarantees to cover them. 

12th. To decree whatever they may think proper for the 
administration, preservation and’ alienation of the property of 


l the State. 
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13th. To create; suspend or suppress the public affices of 
the State; to designate, determine on; or augment thelr safa- 
ries or pensions. 

‘14th. To. grant rewards or recompenses to Corporations or 
“individuals, who may have rendered great services to the 
State, atid to decree public honors to the posthuthous memo- 
ries of great men. — 

15th. To regulate the method of dbuinne the complement 
of men necessary. lor the service or replacement of the com. : 
panies of permanent presida] militia, as well of cavalry as of 
auxiliary militia with the same arms, which may be destined 
to the defence of the State by its institutions, and to approve 
of the distribution which may be made in each fuedlo of the 
‘State, of the respective number of citizens necessary to fulfil ` 
this object. 

16th. To „decree whateyer they may judge necessary fot 
: the enlistment and instruction of the civic militia of the State, 
and the appointment of its officers conformably with the dis. 
cipline prescribed or to be prescribed by the general laws. 

17th. To promote and advance, by, laws, literature, public 
education and the progress of the sciences, arts and useful 
establishments ; removing the obstacles which tend to pate 
lyse such commendable objects. 

` 18th To protect the political liberty of the press. 
Art. 98. The powers of the Permanent Deputation are: 

Ist. To watch over the observance of the Constitutive Acts 
constitution and general laws of the Union, and the particular 
laws of the State, in order to inform Congress of the infrac- 
tions which they may have observed. 

2nd. To convocate the Congress for extraordinary sessions 
and ‘in the manner prescribed by this Constitution. 

3d. To fulfil the duties imposed on them i by Articles 79 
and'80. ` ' 

4th. To notify the suppleteties i in otder that i in their turn 
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they may fill the places of their principals, and should there 
be a failure or absolute impossibility ‘in their attendance, to 
communicate the necessary orders to the tespective Districts, 
for proceeding to a new election. : 

_ 5th. To receive the. proofs of the acts of election made by 
the electoral District assemblies for governor and members 
of the council of government, and to deliver them to Congress 
immediately on its opening. 


SECTION V. 
Of the formation and promulgation of Laws, 


Ant. 99. The forms, intervals and manner of proceeding’ 
in all debates and voting or projects of laws or decrees, shall 
be determined ón by the:rules of Congress made for their 
internal government. : 

Arrt. 100. No project of a law or a decree, rejected acs 
cording to the rules, can be again proposed until the ordi- . 
nary sessions of the following year; but this shall not hinder 
any article or articles contained in it from composing a part 
of other projects not rejected. WG 

Art. 101. One more than the half of the number of all 
the members-shall form a Congress, for the purpose of form- 
ing resolutions and other acts, which have not the character” 
of a law or decree; but the union of two thirds of all the de- 
puties is required, for the discussion and passage of projects 
of Jaws or decrees, and of orders which may be considered as ` 
of great weight. i 

Art. 102, Should a project of a law or a decree, after its 
discussion, be approved, it shall be communicated to the 
governor, who, if he shall also approve of it, shall promulgate 
it, and circulate it with the corresponding solemnities ; buy 
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$f not, he cah make dh it stich observaticn 3 as lie shall think 
dt, after having taken the advice of his council on it, and then 


‘he shall return it to the Congress within ten legal daysy 


tounted from the receipt of it. | 
Arr. 103. The projects of laws or decrees. sent back by 
the governor according t* the antecedent afticle, shall'be dis- 
cussed a second time, and the orator whom the govefnment 
shall appoint, shail be permitted to assist at this discussion. > 
‘Should the two thirds of the deputies present, at this second 
discussion; approve ‘of them. they sha!l again be communi- 
tated to the governor, who without any- excuse shall imme: 
diately proceed to their promulgation and/€irculation ; bút 
should they not be approved in this manner, they cannot be 
proposed again until the sessions of the succceding year. 
Art. 104. Should the governor not send back any project 
öf a law or decree within the, term mentioned in art. 102, it 
shall be considered, by this same fact, as sanctioned, and as 
euch shall be promulgated, unless thaf during the said term, 
Congress should have closed or suspended itg sessions, in 
which case, the projects must be returned on the first day of 
the meeting of the next Congress; 
` Ant. 105. Laws are abrogated with the same formalities 


. APPENDIX TO THIS TITLE, - 


Of the Election of Deputies for the General Congtess 
of the Confederation. 


a 


Anr 106. The electoral assemblies of the districts, on the 


same day and in‘the same manner in which the election for 


state deputies is held, sbail proceéd to the election of mem: 
‘hers, as deputies for "ye neral Congress of the Uniens. 
§ 4 
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maming for évery séven ‘thousand seuls, an individual who 
possesses the qualifications required by the 53d article of 
this constitution. In those districts'in which there is an 
excess of population above three thousand five hundred souls, 
there shall be named for this fraction another elector; and in 
thosé. which have not the population of’seven thousand souls, 
` there shail nevértheless be named me. ‘These same assem- 
blics, at the end of the election, shall remit a certified copy of 
their actto the vice- governor of the State, and shall also for- 
dord a corresponding testimony, to each one of the persons 
elected, in order that it may serve them as credentials: 

Arr. 107. The electors thus appointed shali preceed te 
Ihe capital of the State, where they shall present themselves 
to the yice-governor or.to him who offciates .as such, and 
uniting themselves-under the presidency of either of them, 

‘turee ‘days before the first Sunday of October in public ses- 
sion, in the most convenient edifice, they shai] appoint from 
their own body, two tellers and one secretary,in order that 
after their credentials have beén examined, they may inform 
them ‘the following day, whether they are in form or not. 
“The credentials ef the tellers and secretaries, shall be -exa- 
mined by three commissioners, who shail likewise. be 
appointed. 

ArT. 108. On the following day they shall again assemble, 

- and the minutes shall be read, and should there be any defect 
ip. the credentials or qualifications of the electors, the assem- 
bly shall decide withdut adjourning, and their resolution shall 
be executed without any appeal for this time only “and for 
His particular case,.it being understood, that the doubts 
raised shall not ‘turn on any thing contained in this or any 
other law.” 

Arrt. 109.°On the first Sunday of the said month of Octo- 
` ber, as many as the half ahd one more of the electors being 
~present, they shall proceed to name the deputies -for -We 
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General Congress of the Confederation, in the manner ant. 
form jaid down.in this constitution, for the election of those 
of the- State Congress; and after this the assembly shall act 
so as-to coma y with the dispositions of the 17th article cf 
the: federal ceustitution, and shall then dissolve itself. 


“TITLE H. 
Of the Executive Power of the States 


SECTION I. 
OF the Governor. . we 


Arr. 11% The goxernor of the State must, at the time cf 
his election, have the following qualifications : : ‘ist. He must > 
be a citizen in the enjoyment of his rights ; 2d. Bornin the 
territory of the Repubiic ; 3d. Be of the age of thirty he 
4th. Domiciliated in the State, with a residence of five. year 
in it, and two of thosc immediately. prior to his election. 

ART. 111. Priests, soldiers and others employed by the 
general government and in the actual service of the same, 
‘cannot obtain the office of governor. ~ 

Art..112. The governor of the State shall rematfn. four 
years in office, and cannot be re-elected until four years 
aiter he has ceased from exercising his functions. 

Ant, 113. The prerogatives and attributes of the gaveřnor 
and the restrictions of his powers are the following :. 


+ 
Prerogaiives.of the -Govern ar. 


Best. ‘The povernor can make observations on the laws and 
decrees of the Congress, in the pan ler and form, prescribed 
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$y ‘the 102d article, suspending their publication until the- 
dpinion of the Said Congress has been had, except in cases 
excepted by this constitution. -2d. He can propose laws to 
Congress, or such icforms to the faws gs he may think con- 
ducive to the genéral welfare of the State. Sap He can par- 
don delinquents conformably to law. 4th. The governor - 
cannot be accused for any crimes whatsoever committed 
during hie time of sérvice, nor for one year after, counting 
from the day on which his time of service expired, except 
before Congress, and after this he cannot be accused ever 
before it. T 
Attributes of the Governor. 

Ist. He must watch over the public order and tranquility 
of the State, and of its security from abroad, disposing in both 
cases of the militia of the said State, and fer these purposes, 
the said governor shall dispose of them as chief. 2d. He 
shall take care that the constitutive act, the genéral constitu- 
tion and that of the State, together with the laws, decrees and 
ordinances of the Confederation and of the Congress of said 
State, shall be carted into effect, sending the necessary: 
orders and decrees for that purpose. Sd. He shall, with the 
advice of his council, form such instructions and rules as he 
anav think necessary for the better government of the diffe- 
yent branches of the public administration of the State, which 
he shall send to Congress for its approbation. 4th. He shall, 
according to the constitutidn and’ the laws, appoint those 
officers whose appointments are not made by the people, or 
otherwise provided for. 5th. He skall nominate and dismiss 
at his pleasure the secretary of state. 6ih. He-shall see that 
prompt and efficient justice, be administered by the-tribunals 
and judges of the State, and that their decisions be executed. 
7th. He shall watch over the administration and collection: 
she State taxes, and decree their collections according to law, 


Sth. To suspend for three months, the employments of ofi- 
cers in the executive branth of the go verninent, and to deprive 
them of the halfof their salary, with the advice of his council; 

‘for the same time ; and also to refuse his approbation to their 
appointment, whenever they infiinge his orders or decrees, 
sending the proofs of the matter to the proper tribung)s in 
case he should think it necessary to,have them tried. 9th. To 
propose to the permanent deputation, the convocation of: 
Congress for extraordinary sessions, whenever he may 

think it necessary, on the advice of his cogincil. 
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Restriction of the Governors Powers. 

The governor . -cannot, Ist. Commend the civic militia of 
the State, without the express consent of Congress, or in 
their recess, of the permanent deputation. Whenever he 
commands the militia, with the sald permission, the vice- 
governor shall act as governor. 2d. He cannot meddi¢ in 

. any manner with suits pending, nor dispose in any manner, 
during trial, of the persons of those accused JA criminal cases. 

, Sd.*He cannot deprive any one of his liberty, or Impose any 
punishments ; but, whenever the happiness and security of 
the State require the arrest of any person, he can do so, pro-- 
vided that he put the persons of those arrested at the dig- 
position of the proper tribunals, within forty- -eight hours. 
ath. He cannot occupy the property of any individual or cor- 
poration, or disturb them in the possession or use of the 
same, without it be for an object of known utility, and that 
with the advice of his council; in which case, he may do it 
with their consent and the approbation of Congress, or, in 
their recess, of the permanent ee always indemni- 
fying the interested party by the awards of good men, chosen 
by them or by the governor. 5th. He cannot hinder or im- 
pede! in any manner or under any Be the popular ctec- 
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' Trong, contemplated by this constitution or the laws. 6th. He 
cannot remove from the capita] for more th a month : if it- 
be necessary - for bim to be absent a longer time, or to‘leave 
the territory of the State, he shall ask the consent of Congress, 
or in its recess, of the permanent deputation. 

ArT. 114. In order to puslish the kaws and decrees of the 
State Congress, the governor shall use the following formula: 
« The governor of the State of Coahuila and Tejas, to all its 
inhabitants. Know ye, That the Congress of the said State hag 
decreed the followthg: [here shall follow the text of the law 
or decree.) Wherefore I order it to be printed, published 
‘and complied with.” r 


4 
SECTION' ITI. 


~s N ) 
Of the L ice-Governor. 


Arr. 115. There shall be also in the State a vice- -Pover= 
nor, whose qualifications shall be the same as those requived 
for the governor; his term cf service four years, and he 
not be re-elected until four years after he hus entirely cased 
from his functions. : 

Axt. 116..The vice-governor shall “be president of the,” 
council, but he shall have no vote except In case of a zie; he 
shall also be at the head of the police of the department of the 
capital, and when he shall do the duties of governor, a substi- 
tute shall be appointed by him provisorily, with the dppfoba- 
tion of the council, who shall act as chief of the police. ` 

Arr. 117, The vice- governor shali fiil the office of gover- 
nor when it is vacant, or when the governor, according to the. 
decision of ‘Congr ess or of the permanent deputation, shall be: 
préciuded from filling it. Ñ 

ART. 118. Should the office of vice-governor become vae 
“cant, one ‘of the council named by Congress shall act as: 
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“governot: should the Congress not be in session, the peraxt.. 


henr deputation shall appoint one immediately until the 


meeting of Congress. 


Art: 119. Should the governor or vice-governor not take 
their seats during the two first ‘years, on account of. some ab- 
gul ute impossibility to do so. å new goyernor and vice-gover~ 
nor shall bæ elected at the time of makiug the election for 
deputies to Congress, 

Aut 120. The vice-rovernor can be accused E Con- 
gress alone for crimes committed during the pendency of 
his ofüce, no matter what they may be. 
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SECTION IH. . ; 


Of the Council of Government.’ 


ART. 121. For the better discharging of bis duties, the. 
‘governor shall pave a consulting body, to be called the councii 
ef government; and it shall be comprised uf three deputies l 
and two suppletoties, of all of whom ohly one can be a priest. 

ART. 122. In order to Le a member of the council, the 
same qualifications are necessary as to be deputies. Those 
who are prohibited from being d deputies, c cannot be councillors. 

Ant, 123. The council shall be renewed every two years 
one of the deputies end one of the suppletories last elected 
going out first; ihen the uext deputy and suppletory, and so 
on successively. S 

Ant. 124. No councillor can be re- -elected until four years 
after having ceased from his functions. 

Anr, 125, When the governor of the State shall assist at 
the council, he shall preside without a vote, ung in'such case 
the Ea. shali not assist 
~ Anr: 126. The secretary of the council shall be one of itg 
members, clécted fa the manser and tors disposed ef in AR 
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rules which said council shall form; he shall be presented’ to 
the governor, who shall send hint to Congress for its appro- 
bation. 

ART. 127. Theattributes of the council are: Ist. To give 
their opinion in writing to the g governor on all those pdints on 
which the law obliges him to ask it,and besides, to give (hd e 
opinion on any ap ag on which the said governor may- 
consult them. To watch over the observance of the 
constitutive act, gies constitution and general Jaws of the 
Union, the constitution and particular Jaws of the State, noti- 
fying the Congress of any infractions of fhe same. 3d. To: 
promote the establishment and perfection of the different 
branches of the prosperity of the State. 4th. To propose 
terms for the division of those employments in which the 
law requires such requisites. 4th. Fo order, in union with 
the permanent deputation’ conformably with article 89, the 
convocation of Congress for extraordinary sessions, and to 
‘unite with the same deputation in forwarding*such things as 
may be necessary in the cases of article 90. 6th. To review 
the; accounts of all public funds, and transmit the same to. 
Congress for their approbation. 

Art. 128. The council shal! be responsible for all the actg 
relative to the exercise of their attributes, 


SECTION IV: 
Of the Election of Governor, Vice- Governor and 


Councillors. 


Arr. 129. The day succeeding the elections of deputies 
to Congress, the electoral juntas of each district shall each 
nominate a governor, vice-povernor, and three deputies and 
two suppletories as councillors, making such nominations in_ 
the manner and form presc: ibed in articles 71, 72, 73 and 74, 
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_ Art. 130. At the conclusion of the elections, there shail 
be immediately posted up in the most public place, 4 list, . 
signed by the seeretary-of the assembly, which shall contain 
the names of those elected, aid also for what post they have 
beet elected, The acts sha he signed by the president and 
electors, and a copy shall be sent to the permanent dema, 
tion, certified by thë president, secretary and tellers. 

ART. 131. The day of opening the first ordinary sessions 
of Congress, the ex-president of tthe permanent deputation 
‘shall present the said testimonials, and as soon as they have’ 
been read, the Congress shall appoint a committee ‘of their. 
own body; and send them to them, in order that they may 
yevise and report on them-within three days. 

Arr. 132. On the third. day Congress shall qualify the 
elections made by the districts,-and enumerate the votes. 

Arr. 133. He who shall have the absolute majority of 
votes in the district assemblies, computed by the whole num- 
ber of votes given by them, shall be governor, vice-rovernor 
or councilldr, as the case may be. 

` Art. 134. Should-no person have that majority, the Con- 
gress shall elect to these offices, one of the two or more indi- 
viduals who may have obtaïhed the greatest number bf votes, 
and the same shall be done when no person has obtained this 
Nespective majority, unless the votes should be all equal. ù 

Art. 155. If only one person should have obtained this 
respective majority, and two or more an equal number of 
votes, but greater than that of all others, Congress shall elect 
from amongst them a candidate, who shall be put in compe- 
tition with him who has obtained the respective majority. 

Art.. 134. Shotld there be a tie, there shall be a new 
‘ballot, for one time only, and should (bere stiil be a tie, it 
shall be decided by lot. : 

ÉRT. 137 , The situations of governor,: ivice governor and 
coüncillors; shall be filled in preference (Ranar other offices 
` 5 
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“th the State, and thewame preference shall exist among ‘thers 
-according to their degree. The persons elected to these 
offices, shell (ake possession of them on the first March, and 
no- person can be excused from‘filling them, except members 
of Congress at the time of the election, and those who; in the 
opinion of said Congress,‘cannot fill them’ on account-of some 
physical or moral impossibtlity. 

Art. 138. Should the govetnor elect, from some. cause, 
not be present on the dgy appointed for him to enter on his 
duties, the vice-governor shall take ‘his place, and should he 
‘not bepresent, it shall be filled according to article 118. 


. SECTION V: 
Of the Secretary of State, 


Arr. 139. The dispatch-of all business relating to the 
-gupreme government of the State, shall be carried on through 
the medium of a secretary, who shall be-styled Secretary of 
State. 

Art. 140. In order to be secretary of state, one must be 
a citizen in the exercise of his rights, of twenty-five years of 
age, born in the territories of the Mexican Confederation, a 
resident of the State for three years, one of them immediately 
before his election. Priests cannot obtain this office. 

Ant. 141. All laws, decrees, orders, instructions and re- 
gulations, which may be circulated to the Auedlos, or directed 
to any corporation or person, by the governar, as well as 
copies emanating from the secretary’s office, shall be autho- 
rized by the secretary ; and without this requisite, they shall 
not be obeyed, nor shall any credit be given to them. 

ArT. 142. The secretary shall be responsible, i in his per- 
“son and office, for all acts authorized by his SARI) cofisii- 
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ttid and general laws. 0f the Union .ọr particular laws of ` 
this State, and the orders of the presidynt of the Republic, 
which are not manifestly opposed to sfid constitution and: 
‘Jaws, unless he can excuse: himself ‘by showing that the 
governor ordered him. - ; 
Art. 143. For the internal government of the secretary’s 
office, those rules which the.secretary: shall form, and which 
shall be approved of by Congress, shall hé adopted. 
. ARY, 144 This public: employment, as well as that of. 
governor, vice-governor and:councillors, shall commence as 
soca as they+may have taken possession of their. situations. 


SECTION VI: 


Of the Chiefs of Police, of the Departments, and of ` 
the Subaltern.or District Chiefs. 


- Art. 145. In the chief town of each department. of. the 
State, there shall be a functionary, in whose charge the poli- 
tical. government of the same shall be-placed, and he shall be 
called, Chief of Police of the department. j 

Anr. 146. In order to be chief of: police-of a. department, 
one mast be a citizen in the exercise of-his rights,.of twenty- 
five years of age, a citizen of the State and a.vesident in it for ° 
three years, one of which immediately before- lis election. 

Art. 147. The governor, on the proposition of. three of* 
the councillors, together with the petition of the ayuntamien- 
tos ofeach department, shall nominate the chiefs of depart- 
ments, except that of the capital. E 

Anr, 148. The chiefs of departments shall be immediate- 
‘ly subject to the governor of the State, and in no manner the 
one to the other. They shall remain during four years in 
office, and can be continued in it, should the same formalities 
be observed as iu their first nomination. ` 
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ArT. 149. Tn the, towns. of each department, excepithat, 
38 whieh the chief if the department eis here hal be 
moreover a subalterm or district chief, named by the gover- 
nor, at the request of the said chief of department. 

ART. 130. The subaltern or district chiefs must have the 
same qualifications as. those of departments, with this differ- 
ence, that they must be residents of the said district, and 
must also have some honest means of a livelihood, capable 
of maintaining them. 

Art. 151. The duration of the district chiefs in cice, 
shall be the same as that of the chiefs of: dspartments, and 
they can likewise be continued in office. 

Art. 152. Nobody can be excused from serving in ness 
offices, except in case of their re-election for the next four- 
years, or for some other legitimate cause, according to the 
governor’s opinion, who shall decide after hearing the chief 
of the department. 

ART.: 153. These chiefs, as well as those of departments, 
ate responsible for all acts committed contrary to the consti- 
tution and general laws of the Confederation and those of the 
State,the first to the chiefs of departments, to whom they are 
immediately responsible, and these last to the governor. 

Art. 154. The powers of each of the chiefs, and the me- 
thed of using them, shall, be. detailed in the reculagons for the 
politico-economico government of the f:ueblos. 


- SECTION VIL: 


& 


Of the Ayuntamientos. 


ArT. 155 The duty of the eyuptamiento: is te watch’ 
over the interior government of the pueblos of the State, and 


to this end each pueblo that heretofore possessed’ang, shan 
Gontinue to do se, 
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Anr, 156. In those pueblos which’ have noh yuntamiento, 
wand which have a right to one, there shall be one; and they’ 
cannot avoid having them in the chief towns of the district, 
no måtter what may be their population, nor in Those pueblos 
which by themselves or with the neighboring one, amount | 
to one thousand souls, unless these latter bé joined to some ` 
other’ munitipality, in which case, should their separation, * 
from. other circumstances, not be convenjent, it-shall be ne- 
cessary, in order to their having an ayuntamiento, that the 
Congress. deciare FO, on the information of the gevernor and 
petition accompanying, pointing out the territory to be occu- 
pied by the new municipality. 

Art. 157. The fuedlos which have not the exact num- 
ber of souls, but which. united with advantage, to some other, 
or others, might form a municipality, can daso; and the 
ayuntamiento, shall be established’ in the most convenient 
place, accor ding tothe opinion of the governor. In Certain 
circumstances, Congress may ‘dispose of it, after a previous 
- petition and demand made by the governor that an ayunia- 
miento, should be had in any place of small population. - 

ART. 158, In those f”vedlos, where an ayuntamiento, can- 
-not be established and where on account of the great distance 
from other municipalities, these latter contd not attend to. 
‘their internal government, the electoral assemblies of that 
nieo, shall name a commissary of Police, and a syndic, . 
who shall exercise the duties imposed on them by the regula- 
tions.for the political government of the fiuedles. 

Art. 159. The ayuntamientos, shall be composed of the 
Alcalde or Alcaldes, Syndic or Synaics and Regidors, the 
number of whom shail! be settled by the regulations plready 
mentioned. 

Art. -160. In order to be a member of the ayuntamiento 
dòne must be a citizen in the exercise of his rights, of the age 
gi twenty five yeais,or if married, of the age of twenty ones 
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a resident of the district to which the ayuntamiento belings,. 
and have three years residence in it, and one of them imme- 
diately before the election, have some capital or trade, by 
which he çan make a living and snow, how to read and 
write. ~ - : i 

Art. 161, No person employed’ and paid. by the public 
funds of the State can be a member of the ayuntamiento, nor 
can soldiers, or others employed by the general government 
in the actual exercise of their functions, sor priests. 

Art. 162. The Alcaldes shall be renewed: every year in- 
their totality, the Regidors, in the half, and the same for 
the Syndics, should there be two, but should there be but 
one, he shall be changed every two years. l 

ART. 165. He who has filled any of these offfces, can ob- 
tain no other municipal office, or be re-elected to the same, 
avhich he filled, until two years after having finished the dis» 
charge of these duties. i 

Arr. 164, The members of the ayuntamiento - shal) be- 
nominated through the medium of electoral municipal assem- 
lies, Which shall be carried on in the same manner in which. 
the municipal assemblies for the appointment of deputies to 
Congress are. These assemblies shall be convoked on the 
first Sunday of December, and they shall assemble and fulfil 
their duties on the second Sunday and following day. 

ART. 165. In consequence of the said assemblies, those- 
citizens Who have obtained the greatest number of votes, on- 
their respective lists, shall be considered as constitutionally: 
elected, for alcalde, regidors and syndics. Should there be 
a tie between two or more individals, the existing eyunta~ 
miento at the time of the decision, shall decide it-by’ lot. 

ART. 166. Should any of the members of the ayuntamiento. 
fail in attending, or on any other account vacate his seat, that 
citizen, who in the order of the lists, has obtained the greatest 
number of votes, shall nil his place. 9 i 
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Ant. 157. The office of member of an ayuntamiento, is à. 
Ran from discharging which no person can be excused. 
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TITLE II. 
Of the Judicial Bn 


“ONE SECTION. 


‘Of the Administration. of Justice in general. 


Ant. 168. The administration of justice shall be carried 
“on exclusively by those tribunals and courts, which, according 
to this constitution, ate to exercise the judicial power. 

ART, 169. Neither Congress nor the governor can have 
any thing todo in the causes pending, nor can they or even 
the tribunals themselves, renew gaine which are already dis- 
posed of 

Art. 170. Every inhabitant of the State must be fudged 
by competent tr ibunals and judges, established by authority of 
that ‘act by which they judge, and in no manner by any spe- 
cial commission or retroactive law. 

Art. 171. The laws will regulate the or ace and formalities 
which are to be observed in suits: these shall be uniform in 

‘all the courts and tribunals, and no ga can dispense 
with them. 

ArT. 172. The tribunals and courts, as they are solely 
authorized to apply the laws, can never interpret them, or 
suspend their execution. 

Art. 175. Soldiers-and priests resident in the State, shall 

“Zontinue subject to their respective authoritics. E 

Ant, 174, Na suit can be tried more than three times, nor 
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fh there be more than three definitive judgments. Thé 
Jaws will point out which judgment shall be executed, and 
from it there shall be no recourse, except that of nullity,"in- 
the form and for the purposes’ contemplated by Jaw. 

ART. 175. The judge who may have decided an affair at 
any stage of it, cannot de novo take cognizance of it. in any 
other stage, nor in an action of nullity which ‘may be brought 
in the said affair. 

ArT. 176. Bribery, perjury and subordination give rise 
to a public action, against the magistrate, or judge, who has 
been guilty of them, 

Arrt. 177. Justice will be administered in the name of the 
Free State of Coahuila and Tejas, in the form prescribed by 
the laws. a. iy 


PARAGRAPH I. c 
Of the administration of Justice in civil cases. 


Art. 178. Ever inhabitant of the State, in order to tet. 
minate any suit ipfwhich he may be engaged, no matter in 
what stage, may PN) it by arbitrators or in any other 
extra jadicial manner: agreements made for this purpose 
shall be religiously observed, and.the judgments of the ar- 
bitrators shall be executed, if the parties at the time of mak- 
ing their compromise, have not reserved to themselves, the 
right of appeal.. 

ART. 179, All suits involving a small amount shall be 
tried summarily, and shall be executed, without any re- 
course : a particular law will fix the quantity, and the manned 
of proceeding in the case. 

| ARY, 180. In all other civil and criminal boae for 
injufies received, there shall be a cotciliatory judgment 
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in the form established by the law. and without this formali- 


ty; ho other judement.can be- ‘given, except in cases deter- 
mined by, the said law. 
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PARAGRAPH II. 


Of the administration of Justice in. Criininal Cases, 


Arr. 181. Every action brought in criminal cases, for 
- slight misdemeanors, and which are to be punished correc- 
tionally, shall be punished summarily, without the form or 
figure of a-trial, and from the result of this trial no recourse 
can be had. ‘The law will point out these punishments, and 
the misdemeanors corresponding to them. 

Arr. 182. In high misdemeanors, summary information 
shall be taken of the fact, without which requisite, and that of 
the corresponding testimony previously notified to the ac- 
‘éused, and of which the alcalde ‘shall transmit a copy, no 
person can be arrested. l 

Ant. 183. If the judge cannot comply immediately with 
the provisions of the preceding article, the arrested person 
shall not be considered as committed, except for good keep- 
ing, and if in the course of forty-eight hours he should not be 
notified of the cause of his.imprisonment, and this commu- 
vated to the alcalde, he shall be put at liberty. 

Art. 184. He who gives security in those cases, in which 
-the law does not expressly prohibit it, shall not be carried to 
prison, and in no stage of the proceedings can corporeal" 
punishment bè inflicted on the accused, but shall Bes, oe at 
liberty under his security. 

ART. 185, ‘hose who are accused in criminal matters, 
may give their declaration, but not under oath. at 

Arr. 186. Any man may arrest a delno quent aD fatt anis 
gcr: and conduct him before the judge. 
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ART. 18% The ‘greatest care shall be taken that jails 
“Shall be uséd only for the purpose. of securing the accused, 
but'nót for molesting (herm: = 

ART. 188. Criminal -cduses shall be public, and in. the 
‘manner and form required-ty law, from the moment in which 
the accused has given his confession against himself. _ 

Arr, 189. The punishment of confiscation ‘of ‘property is 
prohibited forever, and even any molestation ‘of it can only 
be made in those cases in which there may be a pecuniary 
fine, and solely in proportion to the said fine. 

Arr. 190. No torture shall be used, and should any punish-: 
ments be ordered to be inflicted, they shall never.pass to the 
family of the sufferer, but they shall only be received by him. 
who has been condemned to suffer them: —- 

‘Ant, 191. No euthority in the State can give-any order 
for the enregistering, of the houses, papers or other effects 


ef its inhabitants, except in the cases and form disposed of 
by law. 
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ART. 192. One of the principal duties of Congress will: 


be, to establish in criminal cases the mode of trial: by jury, to 
extend it gradually, and even to adopt it in civil cases, in pro- 
Portion as they go on proving the advantages of this precious 
anslitution. ; . 


PARAGRAPH II. 
Of Inferior and Superior Courts. 


Abr2393. Inferior courts shall be formed, in the manner 
pointed Gvt by the law, until the revenue of the State, in the. 
opinion of Congress, permits the establishment of learned 
judges. who shall be appointed in each district. 

Amr. 194: There shell be in the capital of the State, a 
supreme -court of justice, divided into three chambers: each 
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P of. the magistrate or magistrates. which the law 
designates, and the court shall have a fiscal, who' shall ‘dis- 
patch all the business of the other chambers. The same law 
shall.also determine, in case of the chamber having but one 
magistrate, whether colleagues are to be appointed, and the 
manner and form of doing this. 

Art, 195. T he two first chambers shall take cognizatice,. 
in the second and, third instances, of civil causes from the 


_jnferior courts, and also of criminal causes, in the manter 


determined by the law. 
ArT. 196. To the third hélonge exclusively | ‘the right, . Ist; 
Of deciding on the jurisdiction of inferior judges ; 2d. OF de- 


; termining actions of nullity brought against executory judg- 


ments in the first, second and third instances; Sa. OF taking 
cognizance of ‘all actions of force, brought by the ecciesiasti«_ 
cal tribunals and authorities-of the State ; 4th. Of gssamining 
the monthly lists ‘that shall be remitted ta: (herm, of the causes < 
pending i in the first, second and third instances, send copies of, 
them, to the governor, and arrange them for publication ; ; 


‘5th. Of hearing any doubts which might-have occurred in the 


two other chambers concerning the law, and also in the courts 
of original jurisdiction, send them to the governor with a pro- 
per petition, in order that he may present them to Congress, 

Arr, 197. Actions for misdemeanors in oifice, brought 
against inferior judges, as well as those brought agéinst the 
deputigs of ‘Congress, the. governor, vice-governor, and coun- 
cillorsy. the secretary of state and members of the courts of 


justice). shall begin and terminate in every instance. before the , 
said tribunal, The law shall point out the other Powers of 


this court, and of its respective chambers. 

- ART. 198. In case it should be necessary to accuse all the . 
members of this tribunal, Congress shall appoint a special - 
couls, composed of- the same number of chamers, agd o®- 
the magistrate Gf magistrates thes may, judyé necessary. + 
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Ant. 199. A special tribunal appointed he Congress, shall, 
take cognizance of all suits of nullity brought against the ‘su- 
preme court of justice, in the cases mentioned inthe pres 
` ceding article, and in those causes cognizable by the third 
chamber. i E 8 

ART. 200 In order to be a magistrate or a fisca/, one must 
be a citizen in the exercise of his rights, of the age of twenty- 
. five years, born in some part of the Confederation, and a 
lawyer of probity and learning. l 
ART. 201. Magistrates as’ well as fisca’s shall be nomi- 
nated by Congress, on the proposition of the governor, and 
, they shall enjoy a salary designated by the law, and cannot 
be removed from their places, except for some legal cause. 
Ant. 202. The members of the supreme court of justice 
are responsible for all their proceedings in the exercise of 
their functions, and can be accused for them before Congress 
by any member of the Republic. ee N 
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. TITLE IV. 
ONE SECTION. 


Of the Public Revenue of the State 


Art. 203. The contributions of the individuals who com-. 
pose the State, shall form the public revenue of the same. 

Ary. 204. These contributions can be direct, general or 
municipal; but no matter what class they be of, they ought 
to be proportioned to the expenses which they have to cover, 
and to the property of the citizens. N 
~ Art. 205. No contributions can be levied except to satisfy 
the general expenses of the Confederation and the particular 
expenses of the State. The contributions for this last pur: 
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pose shall be permanently fixed, in the’ first session of edclr: 
year, according to the plan proposed by- the: governor, and 
approved by- Congress. 

Art. 206. The existing contributions shall remain until 
their repeal has been published, and this can be done by 
Congress ‘alone. 


ART. 207. "There shall be a general treasury in the capi-. 


tal of the State, for the receipt, "keeping ‘and distribution of 
the product of the rents of the State. — 

Art. 208. No pay which is not destined to cover thé ex- 
penses approved of by Congress and by a special order of the 
governor, shall be received by the treasurer. 

Art. 209. A particular law will regulate the different of- 
fices of the public revenue of the State. 

Art. 210. Congress shall appoint annually three indivi- 


ar 


` duals from their own body, or otherwise, who shall examine. 


the accounts of the State treasury, and approve of them or 
not, according to the information given to them, Either this 
report or the determination of £ “ongress thereon, shall be 
published and cirgulated to the ayuntamientos, in order that 
they may have it published i in their districts. 


TITLE V 
ONE SECTION, - 
Of the Civic M filitia of the: State. 
rece 211. In every Pueblo of the State there shall be es- 
tablished bodies of civic militia, and these shall ¢ ` compose the 
military force of the same. 


ArT. 212. The formation of these bodies, their organiza 
- tion, discipline ae internal goyernchent, Shall be regulated 
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by Congress; conformably to. A general an < the Union: 
on that subject. 

ART. 213.. The same Congress. shall regulate the service: 
of this militia, so that it shall be: conformably to thie objects off 
its institution and the best interests-of the State, and also as. 
Tittle grievous as possibie to the citizens. 

Arr. 214. No citizen of: Coahuila and: - “Tejas can be ex- 
cusec’ from this service; when- required. and in the fori. 
disposed of by law. 
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l TITLE VI | 
S ONE SECTION: K 
Of Public Instruction, 


Ant. 215. In all the pueblos of the State there shall be e 
competent number of elementary schools, in which youth. 
shall be taught reading, writing and arithmetic, the catechism 
-of the Christian religion, a brief and plain explanation of this. 
‘Constitution and the general constitution of the Republic, the. ù 
rights and duties of men: 1n society, and’ whatever may be: 
conducive to the best education of youth. 

_ART. 216. In proper places ‘also, in proportion as circum- 
stances permit it, there shall: be establishments for those 
branches of education most necessary to public instruction, 
“the sciences and.arts useful to the State, and the above mens. 
tioned constitutions shall likewise be explained with the: 
greatest attention. 

Arr. 217. The method of education shall be uniform all: 
through the State, and to this end Congress shall, į in order to. 
facilitate it, form a general plan of public instruction, and, 
shall regalate by means: of statutes and laws, ever y thing 
appertaining to this very impor tant business. 
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: . Of the Observance of this Constitution. 


ART. 218. The observance of the constitution im all its 
' parts, is one of the first and most sacred obligations of the 
unnhabitants af the State of Coahuila and Tejas, and neither 
‘Congress nor any other authority can dispense them from it 
cand ‘every citizen of Coahuila and Tejas can demand this 
~observance, making representations to this effect to Congress 
or to the governor. 
. Arr. 219. Any infraction of this constitutiu makes him 
"who commits it personally responsible. ‘In ordet that’ this. 
responsibility shall be effective, Congress shall dictate the 
laws and decrees it may judge necessary ; and moreover 
“they shall every year, in their ‘first session, take into consi- ~ 
deration those infractions which the permanent deputation 
` and council of government shail pe to them, and’ dispose: 
of them accordingly: 
ArT. 220. The public functionaries of the State, no matter ` : 
of what rank, shall, at the time of entering on the discharge 
of their duties, take an-oath to-observe, support and defend the 
‘ constitutive act, general constitution and particular constitu- 
. tion of the State, ang to, fili their situations faithfally and 
honorably. : a s 
ART. 221. Any pr opositions made, concerning alterations, 
reforms or repeals of any part or parts of the articles of this 
. constitution, must be made in writiug, and seconded and. 
signed by the third part of the deputies. - 
"ART. 229. Congress, at the time in which any of thes} 
propositions maw be made, $ shall do ncthing for the tayo sma A 
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weeding rians ‘relative to . them, except to aa print and 
publish thewi, with the reasons for such publication. 

Art, 225, The follwing Congress shali permit the dis- 

. cussion of these propositions, or shalt reject them. Should 
they be admitzed, they shall be published again and printed ;- 
and they shall he circulated by the governor, in order to be 
read in the next electoral assemblies before electing deputies — 
‘to Congress. E 

. ART. 224. In the following Congress, ‘thé alterations, re- 
formations or repéals proposed, shall be discussed, and should,- 
tza be approved ef, they shall immediately be , published as 
constitutional articles, 

Art. 225. Should any other seforniatinns, alterations or | 
repeals be required; other than those indicated in the antegior `. 
articles, all those rules made for the formation of taws,#bail ` 
be observed, except the rigit of making observations un them ` 
by the governor, vie not be observed in these cases. ~+ 


' Given i in Saltillo, on “the ith Marci 327, 2 ee 
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. Santiago det Valle, presidents] or Vicente: Campos, vice 
l president—Raphael, Ramos Valdés—Jo3é Maria Viesce—: . 
~ Francisco Antonio Gutierez—Jos¢ Joaquin de Aree Rosales les. 
~~ Mariano Varela—José . Maria Valdéz y Guajardo—José 
Cayetano Rama, sane De S Elizondo, secretary. 
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. Wherefore I order it to be prin ed, pu ahed, dreuired 
and complied with: Giveti in Gallic, ith ‘March, 182%. 


José Ignatio da Arispe uasi G C secretar Ye 


D Ç 2 
K Ñ ‘ 
e E ae N + pee 3 
È Ç a otgig eh oe. 
ss mi ee 
E i 
ae e i k 
Pe Fa” E i Tsik £ 
Al A Sa M art 
v mae L K AAN H 
E T 
œ w R P Las "Z p T Z 
Z whee Re x N 
> s, “ge = E 
Ue LTD K < r 7 
the a 4 Ar x 
œ A Aw. + irk ~ K s 
h 4s 
kg F. « K y ¢ 
z 
Poa S 
4 I $ r 
t Ka a ^N U 


